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Statement on G20 Women’s Shutdown on 21 November 

NAPTOSA notes and supports the initiative led by Women for Change, calling attention to the national crisis 

of Gender-Based Violence (GBV). NAPTOSA stands firmly in rejecting all forms of GBV and School-Related 

Gender-Based Violence (SRGBV), which continue to plague our schools, communities, and workplaces. 

 

NAPTOSA fully agrees with the spirit and purpose of the planned G20 Women’s Shutdown on 21 

November. We are, however, not calling for a stay-away, but we stand in solidarity with the objectives of 

this important initiative. 

 

We further recognise that this period is a critical time in the school calendar, with end-of-year assessments 

and, most importantly, the National Senior Certificate (matric) examinations underway. We cannot afford 

to replace one challenge with another. Let us protect our nation’s most precious resource – our children 

and their future. 

 

NAPTOSA encourages members to show solidarity in other meaningful ways, including: 

 Wearing black on the day, in honour of all victims and survivors of GBV and SRGBV. 

 Refraining from spending any money on the day, as a symbolic act of economic protest. 

 Joining the national 15-minute standstill at 12:00, where women are encouraged to lie down in 

remembrance of the 15 women murdered every day in South Africa. 

 

As educators, education support personnel, and community leaders, we have a responsibility to raise 

awareness, protect our learners, and actively work towards creating safe, respectful, and gender-just 

learning environments. 

NAPTOSA stands in solidarity with all victims and survivors of gender-based violence. 

Together, we say: No to GBV. No to SRGBV! #PurpleForGBV 
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