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Child Protection Week: 25 May — 5 June 2025

NAPTOSA stands in solidarity with the nation during Child Protection Week, commemorated from 25 May
to 5 June 2025, under the theme “Working Together to End Violence Against Children.” This week calls
on every stakeholder — educators, parents, community leaders, learners, and government — to unite in

safeguarding the rights and wellbeing of all children in our society.

The recently released 2024-2025 fourth quarter crime statistics (January to March 2025) by the South
African Police Service highlight a deepening crisis in our schools: 80 reported cases of rape occurred on
education premises, with more than half involving learner-on-learner violence. This horrifying reality

demands urgent, coordinated action.
We cannot accept this as normal. We must do better as a society.
Schools must be safe havens for growth and learning—not sites of harm.

As teachers and education support personnel, protectors, and members of society, we all have a role to
play. NAPTOSA underscores the importance of embracing and implementing the 5R’s of Child Protection
as a comprehensive and practical framework to safeguard vulnerable children. Together, we can end

violence against children:
1. Recognise — Be aware of the signs of abuse, neglect, and exploitation.
2. Respond — Take immediate, appropriate action when abuse is suspected or disclosed.
3. Report — Report all cases through the correct legal and institutional channels.
4. Record — Document concerns and disclosures accurately and objectively.

5. Refer — Ensure the child receives the necessary professional help and support services.



http://www.naptosa.org.za/

In parallel, we must address the root causes of violence. NAPTOSA believes that one of the most effective
long-term solutions lies in the intentional rearing and empowerment of the boy child. Boys must be
taught from a young age to reject toxic masculinity, challenge harmful norms, and become active agents
in the fight against Gender-Based Violence and Femicide (GBVF). We must raise boys to be protectors,

not perpetrators — voices of justice, not silence.
Through our #SafeSchoolsEqualSafeNation campaign, NAPTOSA continues to:
€ Advocate for stronger safety protocols in schools,
€ Promote the integration of child protection training in teacher development,
£ Push for more school-based social workers and counsellors, and
£ Foster a culture of zero tolerance toward any form of abuse.

Let us use this week as a catalyst to recommit ourselves to the protection of every child. Let us ensure

that our schools are places of safety, healing, and hope.

Protecting children is not an option — it is a responsibility we all share.
#ChildProtectionWeek2025

#SafeSchoolsEqualSafeNation

#EndViolenceAgainstChildren

#5RsOfChildProtection
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