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Un/ Underqualified Grade R Practitioners 

According to the Department of Basic Education (DBE), there are approximately 13,089 Grade R 

practitioners within the Provincial Education Departments who have not yet upgraded their qualifications.  

The Basic Education Laws Amendment (BELA) Bill, which proposes amendments to the South African 

Schools Act (SASA) and the Employment of Educators Act, aims to address key challenges in the education 

system. One of the significant provisions of this Bill is to incorporate Grade R into the mainstream Basic 

Education System. 

Once this Bill becomes law, it will be mandatory for Grade R practitioners to be professionally qualified as 

teachers. The current minimum entry qualification required is REQV 13 (Diploma). Practitioners who fail 

to obtain this minimum qualification will no longer be employable. 

NAPTOSA strongly encourages all members to take advantage of the department’s offer to upgrade their 

qualifications. As labour, we have negotiated a grace period of eight years for practitioners to obtain their 

degrees. We urge un- and underqualified members to click on the link below and complete the Survey. 

This data will assist the department in establishing sufficient support mechanisms to ensure that all 

members can upgrade their qualifications. 

Link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1MrM1yOdPBSe-bwe2KGEfuaYJGdtaMiaoakVJUS9JHRc/edit  
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